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Live Fourth of July Concert … Almost! 

 

We came close: our resurgent Symphony nearly presented its first live performance in 16 months: a “Celebrate Freedom” 

concert. It was to be free to the public (a gift to our community), on July 4th at the HAPO Stage in John Dam Plaza, in 

Richland. The audience was to sit on the lawn in front of the stage, using their own chairs and blankets. The idea was it 

would be a wonderful, patriotic opportunity to re-engage with the community as we come out of our “COVID hibernation”. 

As the date approached and weather forecasts tightened, it became clear that the predicted temperature would be too 

high to have an outdoor event. A week before the event, forecasted highs were in the range 102-112F. The prediction 

forced us to postpone the concert due to concerns about the safety of our musicians, protecting their instruments, and the 

welfare of an outdoor audience, as well as wanting not to contradict public advice to stay home.   

Later this summer, please look for information about rescheduling the concert to a time with more accommodating 

weather.  

Had we been able to proceed, you would have enjoyed musical fireworks: orchestral arrangements of familiar patriotic 

and Americana pieces, such as: 

• The Star-Spangled Banner 

• Sousa’s Liberty Bell March 

• Pieces from Bernstein’s West-side Story 

• “Simple Gifts” (the Shaker melody used in Copland’s Appalachian Spring) 

• Gould’s “American Salute” 

• “Summertime” from Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess 

• “On The Trail” from Grofe’s Grand Canyon Suite 

• “Hoe-Down” from Copland’s Rodeo 

• Armed Forces Salute 

• America the Beautiful 

• Sousa’s Stars and Stripes Forever March 

When the program for a replacement concert is finalized, we will update this for you. 

 



 
 

During our forced hibernation, we arranged for recording and streaming performances of ensembles of our musicians. We 

are grateful that the Arts Center Task Force provided a first-rate recording studio that they set up in collaboration with 

Magnolia Music Studios. The effort resulted in four elegant, high-quality video recordings of MCS musicians performing 

classical pieces highlighting their musical talents—a chance to see them more intimately than is possible when viewing 

the entire orchestra. We will be streaming the videos for our patrons weekly starting on July 16. Look for announcements 

here and on our website, at  https://midcolumbiasymphony.org/ . 

 

Mid-Columbia Arts Fundraiser 

Thanks to everyone who helped with or contributed to this year’s remote Mid-Columbia Arts Fundraiser. Next year the 

event will be live again. It’s been scheduled for Saturday, March 19, 2022, at a venue to be announced. Keep the date open 

and plan on joining us the fun of celebrating the performing arts in the Mid-Columbia region. 

 

2021-2022 Season 

We will begin our 77th year with a Halloween Concert, scheduled for October 30. This will repeat the theme of the well-

attended family concert from several years ago, but with a new musical program. Watch for program announcements 

here and on our website. The exact timing of the rest of the season will depend on scheduling the newly remodeled 

Richland High School Auditorium, which is currently the best orchestral venue in the Tri-Cities. As is the case for all lovers 

of the arts in our region, we look forward to celebrating the opening of a dedicated Performing Arts Center, and moving 

there as a resident company. Please look at https://www.artscentertaskforce.com/  to see the planning and progress 

toward that major cultural advancement in our community. 

Thank You, Sponsors and Donors 

The great COVID hibernation among performing arts groups across the world idled our orchestra for the entire 2020-

2021 season, which would have been our 76th. We not only weathered the storm but put the time to good use in adapting 

to the realities of changing technology to meet our mission to “serve the Mid-Columbia region with live performance of 

professional quality orchestral music.” We are fortunate to have among the Mid-Columbia Symphony Society not only 

talented musicians, but also talented technicians who have been applying evolving technology to connect our musicians to 

our community. The most obvious examples are the “Covid Concertos” mentioned above, but we also created video 

interviews of some of our principal musicians, and video notes from our music director explaining some of our music in 

greater depth than can be covered during a concert. And of course, in lieu of being able to present to a live audience, these 

efforts allowed us to remain connected to our patrons. Please visit our website 

(https://www.midcolumbiasymphony.org/) to discover and enjoy many of these endeavors. 

So, to all you steadfast donors and sponsors who stayed with us, thank you for your support! We hope you take justifiable 

pride in our resurgence as we return to live performances during the 2021-2022 season. Community support has 

sustained us since the 1940’s, and now your support will help sustain and grow the Symphony and expand our 

performances and programs to complement the growth of our community. We have become the third largest metropolis 

in the state after Puget Sound and the Spokane valley and could be second in another 20 years. The stature of the 

Symphony—and all the performing arts—should reflect that. With your help, it will. 
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Annual Meeting is on August 19 

The annual meeting of the Mid-Columbia Symphony Society will be on August 19th in the evening at a location to be 

announced—which might include a “Zoom” link for those who cannot attend in person. This is the meeting that members 

of the Society—that’s you—review and approve new members of the Board and positions on the existing Board. We need 

to add to the Board people interested in applying time and diverse talents toward meeting our mission. Whatever your 

education, experience, and interests, there is a place for you. Dive in and try it! Bring your new ideas and enthusiasm to 

the meeting. An application to join the Board is available on-line at https://midcolumbiasymphony.org/wp-

content/uploads/2019/06/MCS_BoardAppl.pdf  
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